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Transmitted herewith is: 

1. Information Disclosure Statement; 

2. PTO Form 144 9 with copies of citations; 
3*. Transmittal letter in duplicate; and 

4. Postcard. 

Please charge any additional fees or credit any such fees, if 
necessary to Deposit Account No. 01-0467 in the name of Ohlandt, 
Sreeley, Ruggie?o & Perle . A duplicate copy of this sheet is attached. 

Respe^qte^lly submitted, 



Date: March 25. 2002 Charles N.J. Ru|giero 
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One Landmark Square, 10th Floor 
Stamford, Connecticut 06901-2682 
(203) 327-4500 
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Date: March 25, 2002 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 



In accordance with applicants' duty of disclosure under 3 7 
C.F.R. §1.56, we are enclosing form PTO-1449 listing information 
that may be material to the patentability of this application, 
filed Janaury 10, 2 002. We are also enclosing a copy of each of 
the following U.S. patent Nos . 3697220, 3770373, 4981611, 
5084212, 5312562, 5336428, 5338475, 5384060, 5415811, 5433885, 
5525256, 5576006, 5578563, 5668097, 5712240, 5726141, 5728669, 
5783544, 5834413, 5865851, 5895504, 5908473, 5922672, 5925606, 
6010539, and 6284259. 



1 





It is the applicants' .belief that none of the citations 
describe that which is claimed in the present invention. 

It should be understood that attention has been called to 
the citations that have been deemed to be pertinent to the 
claimed present invention. In concluding what was pertinent, the 
criteria employed was considered most appropriate in light of the 
invention shown in the present application. However, the 
Examiner or others may deem some other criteria to be just as 
appropriate or more appropriate. Therefore, the Examiner is 
respectfully urged to review the listed citations and to make the 
usual careful independent search for other prior art that may be 
pertinent . 

Since this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed 
within three months of the filing of this application, no 
petition or fee is required. 

Applicants respectfully request favorable consideration and 
that this application be passed to allowance. 

Resn/g^fully submitted. 



Charles N.J. •^uggiero 
Reg. NO. 28,468 
Attorney for Applicants 

Ohlandt, Greeley, Ruggiero & Perle, L.L.P. 
One Landmark Square, 10th Floor 
Stamford, CT 06901-2682 
(203) 327-4500 




2 



